
Th e  I.A.E.T. w as founde d Se pte m be r 19 68 , in Ph oe nix, Arizona, w h e n a sm all group of 
s k ille d pe rsons practicing Ente rostom al Th e rapy de cide d to form alize  th e m s e lve s w ith in 
an Association and e stablis h e d guide line s  for its m e m be rs. Th e  grow th  of I.A.E.T. 
brough t  about re gionalization in 19 75, as it w as fe lt such  w ould im prove  action at th e  
local le ve l and be tw e e n I.A.E.T. and its m e m be rs. Th e  re gional line  up of I.A.E.T. put th e  
state s  of D e law are , Maryland and Virginia, and th e  D istrict of Colum bia in th e  Mide ast 
Re gion w ith  five  oth e r Mide ast state s. Th e  Mide ast re gion w as th e  first re gion to be  
officially re cognize d by I.A.E.T. in August 19 75. At th e  first Mide ast Re gional Me e ting in 
Dayton, O h io on Fe bruary 21, 19 76, a proposal w as m ade  th at th e  Mide ast Re gion be  
divide d into tw o re gions. Its ge ograph ical s ize  m ade  it unfe as ible  for m e m be rs  to atte nd 
m e e tings and w ork s h ops.  

Pione e rs  of th e  m id-Atlantic Re gion w e re  s e ve n E.T.’s, w h o w h ile  participating in an 
I.A.E.T. sponsore d s e m inar in Blue fie ld, W e st Virginia, April 30-May 1, 19 76, got toge th e r
inform ally and be gan to plan for form ulation of th e  re gion. By-law s w e re  pre pare d, and 
th e   first organizational m e e ting w as h e ld at th e  8th  annual I.A.E.T. Confe re nce  in 
Pittsburg, August 7, 19 76, w ith  office rs  be ing e le cte d. Th e  Mid-Atlantic Re gional 
Association w as officially approve d by th e  Board of D ire ctors of I.A.E.T. for affiliation, 
August 12, 19 76.

Th e  Mid-Atlantic Re gion h as  be e n vibrant in grow th  and action s ince  its  form ation. It 
h oste d th e  12th  annual I.A.E.T. confe re nce  in W as h ington, DC on May 22-24, 19 80, th e
th e m e  be ing, “Quality of Patie nt Living - O ur Purpose , O ur Com m itm e nt”.  Eve n th ough  
m e m be rs  are  re lative ly fe w  in num be r, th e y w ork  toge th e r, striving to add
“Quality of Pe rform ance ” to th e  ongoing com m itm e nt to “Quality of Patie nt Living”. 
Th e s e  are  th e  ongoing goals of th e  Mid-Atlantic Re gion E.T.’s  in th e ir practice  of 
Ente rostom al Th e rapy.
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19 76

Pione e rs  of th e  Mid-Atlantic Re gion w e re  s e ve n E.T.'s  w h o, w h ile  participating in an
I.A.E.T. sponsore d confe re nce  in Blue fie ld, W e st Virginia, in April, got toge th e r
inform ally and be gan to plan for form ulation of th e  re gion.

O n August 7, 19 76, at th e  National Confe re nce  in Pittsburgh , th e  Mid-Atlantic
Re gion w as officially organize d.

Th e  m e e ting w as calle d to orde r by Be ryl Evans, acting in th e  abs e nce  of any e le cte d
office rs. Atte ndance  w as 23. Bylaw s w e re  pre s e nte d and office rs  e le cte d. Marilyn
Dunavant w as ch os e n as our first pre s ide nt. Me m be rs h ip due s  w e re  $5.00. Gle nda
Motta w as appointe d ne w sle tte r e ditor and re gional truste e .

O n August 12, 19 76, th e  Board of D ire ctors of th e  I.A.E.T. approve d our application
for affiliation and th e  Mid-Atlantic Re gion be cam e  official w ith  37 m e m be rs.

19 77
Th e  first confe re nce  sponsore d by th e  re gion w as h e ld in Fre de rick sburg, Virginia. Th e  
topic w as "Ge ne ral Topics of O stom y Care ." Re gistration w as $15.00 w ith  lunch  
include d. 85 nurs e s  atte nde d.  Th e  I.A.E.T. O pe rational Manual w as com ple te d and 
distribute d. I.A.E.T. now  h as  829  m e m be rs.

Jane t Long be cam e  th e  re gion's  pre s ide nt.
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19 78

Th e  E.T. Foundation w as e stablis h e d to be ne fit re s e arch  and continuing e ducation and 
furth e r grow th  of our organization.  National Confe re nce  w as h e ld in April in Atlanta, 
Ge orgia.  Re gional Confe re nce  w as h e ld in June  in Norfolk , Virginia. Th e  topic w as "A 
Le arning Expe rie nce , Care  and Care s  of th e  O stom ate ”. 50 nurs e s  atte nde d.  
Liz O ’Connor be cam e  e ditor of th e  re gional ne w sle tte r.

19 79

Vancouve r B.C. w as th e  s ite  of th e  annual national confe re nce , “Le arn to Live , Live  to 
Le arn.”  In Se pte m be r, th e  first ce rtification e xam ination w as adm iniste re d. 61 E.T’s 
w e re  ce rtifie d.  Joan Le rne r be cam e  re gional truste e .

19 80

Th e  Mid-Atlantic Re gion h oste d th e  12th  annual I.A.E.T. confe re nce  in May at th e  Capitol 
H ilton, W as h ington, D.C.  At th e  annual bus ine s s  m e e ting, Je an Fitzge rald be cam e  
re gional pre s ide nt.  Th e  Mid-Atlantic Re gion w as s e le cte d as a pilot are a for a program  
by Anita Koth e im e r of Unite d Surgical, on re usable  appliance s  for O stom ate s.

19 81

As m e m be rs h ip in th e  re gion continue d to grow , th e  m e m be rs h ip com m itte e  initiate d a 
“Buddy” syste m  so th at ne w  m e m be rs  w ould h ave  an olde r m e m be r to care  and s h are  
w ith  th e m .

Th e  I.A.E.T. national confe re nce  w as h e ld in June  in Ch icago, Illinois. Mid-Atlantic 
Re gion m e m be rs  w e re  w e aring ne w  button pins w ith  a logo to s e rve  as ide ntification of 
re gional m e m be rs.  Th e  annual fall continuing e ducation m e e ting w as h e ld in 
W illiam sburg, Virginia in O ctobe r. “Crack e rjack s, W as h bas ins, and Saw dust Be ds” 
(oth e rw is e  k now n as Innovative  Te ch niq ue s  for E.T.’s) w as pre s e nte d. Many 
m anufacture rs  and sale s re pre s e ntative s  atte nde d.  Bonnie  Cunningh am  w as e le cte d 
Re gional Truste e .

19 82

Th e  14th  annual I.A.E.T. Confe re nce  w as h e ld in Ne w  York  in June . Canada s e parate d in 
January, form ing it’s  ow n national organization, C.A.E.T. Th e  H ous e  of D e le gate s  conce pt 
cons isting of de le gate s  e le cte d at large  from  e ach  re gion to re pre s e nt th e ir m e m be rs  
w as approve d at annual confe re nce  to be  functional at th e  National Confe re nce  in 19 83. 
 Mid-Atlantic put in a bid to h ost th e  annual confe re nce  in 19 83 in Baltim ore , Maryland. 
 Th e  re gion sponsore d a raffle  during th e  confe re nce  to ge ne rate  re ve nue .  Je an 
Fitzge rald assum e d th e  pre s ide ncy.  Th e  fall m e e ting of th e  re gion w as h e ld in Virginia 
Be ach  in Nove m be r.  Th e  topic w as “Individual Effe ctive ne s s  at W ork ”.  D e le gate s  to 
re pre s e nt th e  re gion in th e  I.A.E.T. H ous e  of D e le gate s  w e re  e le cte d.  Mid-Atlantic w as 
e ntitle d to re pre s e ntation by five  de le gate s.
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Th e  annual I.A.E.T. Confe re nce  w as h e ld in Kansas City, Mis souri in June .  Th e  H ous e  of 
D e le gate s  be cam e  functional and be gan conducting bus ine s s. Th e  Mid-Atlantic Re gion 
co-h oste d, w ith  th e  North e rn Virginia O stom y Association, a confe re nce  for O stom ate s  
and h e alth  profe s s ionals in March .  Th e  th e m e  w as “Gate w ay to Unde rstanding”.   Th e  
fall m e e ting w as h e ld in O ctobe r in Colum bia, Maryland. Th e  program  w as a pilot 
proje ct sponsore d by th e  I.A.E.T. ope n to nurs e s. “Pre s sure  Sore  Manage m e nt - State  
of th e  Art”. Th e  proje ct w as h igh ly succe s sful and th e  I.A.E.T. plans to pre s e nt it s e ve ral 
tim e s  a ye ar at diffe re nt locations.  Liz O ’Connor w as e le cte d Pre s ide nt.  A Re gional 
Public Re lations Com m itte e  w as e stablis h e d to incre as e  public aw are ne s s  w ith in a 
fram e w ork  of obje ctive s  s e t forth  by th e  com m unications com m itte e  of W .O .C.N.  Th e re  
are  9 1 m e m be rs  in Mid-Atlantic.

19 84

Je an Fitzge rald be cam e  I.A.E.T. National s e cre tary. National Confe re nce  w as h e ld in 
June  in Las Ve gas, Ne vada.  I.A.E.T. Me m be rs h ip stands at 1,700.  Th e  re gional fall 
m e e ting w as h e ld in Colum bia, Maryland. “Manage m e nt of Incontine nce  and Public 
Spe ak ing” w e re  tw o topics pre s e nte d. Follow ing th e  bus ine s s  m e e ting, a w ine  and 
ch e e s e  re ce ption w as h e ld.  O ur ne w  ope rational m anual for th e  re gion h as  be e n 
de ve lope d.

19 85

I.A.E.T. National Confe re nce  w as h e ld in Miam i, Florida. “Be yond O ur Boundarie s” be ing 
th e  confe re nce  th e m e . Many pointe rs  w e re  pre s e nte d on ris k  tak ing and cre ative  w ays 
to e xpand our scope .  Th e  National Bylaw s w e re  ch ange d to approve  re gional affiliate  
groups.  Th e s e  groups w ill be  re spons ible  for re porting to th e  re gional truste e .  Th e  
D ire ctory of O utpatie nt O stom y Re source s  and Se rvice s  (DO ORS), w as distribute d.  Th e  
I.A.E.T. w ill now  re q uire  a baccalaure ate  de gre e  w ith  a nurs ing m ajor for acce ptance  
into an E.T. program  as of June  1, 19 85.  Th e re  are  now  2,000 m e m be rs  in th e  I.A.E.T. 
 E.T. Nurs e  Day w ill continue  to be  h e ld w ith  D ige stive  D is e as e  w e e k .  Th e  fall re gional 
confe re nce  w as h e ld at th e  Marriottsville  Spiritual Ce nte r.  Th e  continuing e ducation 
com m itte e  pre s e nte d a varie d program  w ith  de rm atological proble m s, and w ound and 
pre s sure  sore  m anage m e nt.  Sue  Curre nce  w as e le cte d Re gional Truste e .

19 86

O nce  again, W as h ington, DC w as ch os e n for th e  s ite  of our National Confe re nce .  O ur 
re gion be cam e  ve ry involve d w ith  com m itte e s. At confe re nce  our re gion w as 
re cognizable  w ith  our straw  h ats and re d, w h ite  and blue  banne rs.  Bonnie  Cunningh am  
w as e le cte d national tre asure r and H arrie t Pile rt re ce ive d th e  national pre s ide nt’s aw ard 
for h e r m any contributions to I.A.E.T.  Unde r h e r dire ction as National Continuing 
Education Ch airpe rson, our organization ach ie ve d status as a provide r of CEU’s.

3

Th e  E.T. Foundation W rite rs  Aw ard w as e stablis h e d and th e  E.T. Nurs e  Practice  
 Standards w e re  com ple te d.  Th e  fall re gional m e e ting w as h e ld in Airlie , Virginia, w ith  
Psych ological Im plications of O stom y Surge ry as th e  m ajor topic.  Re gional m e m be rs h ip 
w as 9 6.  A joint ostom y m anage m e nt program  w as co-sponsore d by our re gion and th e  
Anne  Arunde l U.O .A. in Annapolis, Maryland, at w h ich  th e  first fre e  stom a clinic w as 
h e ld.  Th e  Me tro-Baltim ore  group be cam e  an affiliate .



MID-ATLANTIC REGION OF W OCN (FORMERLY IAET)
H ISTORY

19 87

E.T. Nurs e  Day in April w as a succe s sful occasion w ith  a re ce ption at th e  U.S. Capital for 
H ous e  and Se nate  m e m be rs. A “Quality of Life  Aw ard” w as pre s e nte d to th e  
congre s sm an m ost supportive  in h e alth  care  re gulatory activitie s.  O ur re gion w as w e ll 
re pre s e nte d as w e ll as office rs  and staff m e m be rs  from  th e  national le ve l.  National 
Confe re nce  re turne d to Las Ve gas w ith  th e  th e m e  of “Em e rging Prospe ctive s, Patie nt 
Ce nte re d Care  and Profe s s ional Practice .” Mid-Atlantic’s  Gle nda Motta w as e le cte d 
national pre s ide nt and Je an Fitzge rald re ce ive d th e  first E.T. Nurs e  of th e  Ye ar aw ard. 
 National m e m be rs h ip re ach e d 2,130.  Re gional fall confe re nce  w as h e ld in O ctobe r at 
Marriottsville , Maryland. Nancy Clark  w as e le cte d Pre s ide nt. Th e  confe re nce  w as 
e xpande d to tw o days for s h aring and to allow  m anufacture rs  to e xh ibit. Joan Se le k of 
and Carol Carrico assum e d th e  tas k  of ne w sle tte r co-e ditors from  Linda H e nne s s e y. W e  
be gan adve rtis ing solicitation for our publication to de fray costs.  Re gional m e m be rs h ip 
w as 101.

19 88

A pos ition state m e nt w as re le as e d on th e  national le ve l, in re gard to th e  is sue  of E.T. 
Nurs e s  affiliate d w ith  industry and th e  ine ligibility of th e s e  nurs e s  to s e rve  on th e  Board 
of D ire ctors of th e  I.A.E.T.  Dallas, Te xas w as th e  s ite  of th e  national confe re nce . It w as 
also th e  annive rsary of 20 ye ars of th e  I.A.E.T.  Mid-Atlantic Re gional confe re nce  
e ntitle d “Curre nt Conce pts in O stom y and W ound Care ” as h e ld in Fre de rick sburg, 
Virginia in O ctobe r.  Th e  program  w as ope n to R.N’s.  Liz O ’Connor re ce ive d th e  Mid-
Atlantic Re gion’s aw ard of E.T. Nurs e  of th e  Ye ar.

19 89

I.A.E.T. Confe re nce  w as h e ld in W as h ington, D.C. Th e  H onorable  Tip O ’Ne ill gave  th e  
k e ynote  addre s s. Kristy W righ t w as e le cte d pre s ide nt.  Th e  fall confe re nce  w as h e ld at 
th e  Inne r H arbor, Baltim ore , Maryland.  Th e  topic w as “Focus on Aging - Im plications 
for Nurs ing Practice .” Th e  re tire d E.T. Nurs e s  w e re  h onore d.  Ruth  Kule s w as ch os e n as 
E.T. Nurs e  of th e  Ye ar.  Pe nny Sh e ttle  assum e d th e  role  of Re gional Truste e .  O ur re gion 
now  h ad th re e  affiliate  groups: Me tro-Baltim ore , Me tro-W as h ington and H am pton 
Roads.
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19 9 0

National Confe re nce  w as h e ld in Las Ve gas, Ne vada. Topic w as “Em brace  th e  Scope ”. A 
m ark e ting plan for E.T. nurs ing w as be ing de ve lope d. A nam e  ch ange  w as discuss e d. 
 Th e  fall confe re nce  w as h e ld in W illiam sburg, Virginia w ith  “Nurs ing D ire ctions  for th e  
9 0’s”, as th e  topic.  Me m be rs h ip w as 124.

19 9 1

Th e  Journal of Ente rostom al Th e rapy be cam e  Th e  Journal of E.T. Nurs ing.  National 
Confe re nce  w as h e ld in Atlanta, Ge orgia in June .  Fall re gional confe re nce  w as h e ld in 
Nove m be r in O ce an City, Maryland.  Th e  program  w as ge are d tow ard a re vie w  of E.T. 
Nurs ing Scope  of Practice .  Th e  ce rtification e xam ination w as h e ld in conjunction w ith  
th e  confe re nce .  Joan Se le k of w as ch os e n as E.T. Nurs e  of th e  Ye ar.  Mary Lou Th om as 
be cam e  ne w sle tte r e ditor.
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19 9 2

Th e  I.A.E.T. National Confe re nce  w as h e ld in Las Ve gas, Ne vada. Th e  H ous e  of 
D e le gate s  vote d to ch ange  th e  nam e  of th e  I.A.E.T. to W .O .C.N. (W ound, O stom y, 
Contine nce  Nurs e s’ Socie ty - An Association of ET Nurs e s).  H arrie t Pile rt be cam e  our 
Pre s ide nt.  Re gional Confe re nce  w as h e ld in W inte rgre e n, Virginia.  Me m be rs h ip now  
totale d 142 w ith  121 active  m e m be rs.

19 9 3

Th e  W .O .C.N. National Confe re nce  w as h e ld in San Antonio, Te xas. It w as th e  tw e nty-
fifth  annive rsary of th e  organization and th e  th e m e  w as its  H istory.  Norm a Gill-
Th om pson, th e  First ET, re ce ive d th e  Pre s ide nt’s aw ard. Dr. Rupe rt Turnbull, th e  fath e r 
of Ente rostom al Th e rapy, w as h onore d. H is  fam ily acce pte d th e  plaq ue  in h is  m e m ory. 
 It w as vote d in to h ave  a ye ar’s  trial of e igh t Are a D ire ctors, w ith  tw o re pre s e nting e ach  
of four ge ograph ical are as of th e  country. Th e  H ous e  of D e le gate s  vote d its e lf out and 
Re gional Truste e s  w e re  e lim inate d. D e cis ions on all m ajor is sue s  w e re  to be  m ade  by 
th e  e ntire  m e m be rs h ip by m ail vote . O pe n forum  m e e tings w ould re place  th e  H ous e  of 
D e le gate s. Th at Fall, H arrie t Pile rt, our Re gional Pre s ide nt, w as vote d in as a D ire ctor. 
Edi Le cate s, our Re gional Vice  Pre s ide nt, assum e d th e  dutie s  of Pre s ide nt. A ne w  logo 
for th e  Mid-Atlantic Re gion w as s e le cte d by conte st and H arrie t Pile rt w as th e  w inne r. 
Me m be rs h ip now  totale d  161. Kay Ascani re ce ive d th e  Mid-Atlantic Re gion’s aw ard for 
ET Nurs e  of th e  Ye ar.  Th e  Fall Confe re nce  W as h e ld at th e  Unive rs ity of Maryland, 
Colle ge  Park .

19 9 4

Th e  W .O .C.N. National Confe re nce  w as h e ld in Baltim ore , Maryland.  Sue  Curre nce  and 
Be ve rly Canby coordinate d our role  as H ost Re gion. Th e y did an e xce lle nt job. Re gional 
m e m be rs  w illingly coope rate d. W e  h ad sun visors m ade  w ith  a crab im printe d on th e m  
to ide ntify us to th e  m e m be rs.  Edi Le cate s  w as e le cte d to continue  to s e rve  as 
Pre s ide nt. Me m be rs h ip now  totale d 155.  Julie tte  B. Crich ton re ce ive d th e  Mid-Atlantic 
Re gion’s aw ard for E.T. Nurs e  of th e  Ye ar.  Th e  Fall Confe re nce  w as h e ld at Virginia 
Be ach , VA.
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19 9 5

Th e  W .O .C.N. National Confe re nce  w as h e ld in D e nve r, Colorado.  Edi Le cate s  continue d 
to s e rve  as Pre s ide nt. H arrie t Pile rt continue d to s e rve  as a D ire ctor.  Th e  pos ition of 
Pre s ide nt-Ele ct w as vote d on, to be gin in 19 9 6.  Be tty Sw ap w as nam e d Mid-Atlantic 
Re gion’s ET Nurs e  of th e  Ye ar.  Jane t Long, th e  W as h ington are a’s  first ET nurs e ,  die d in 
Norfolk , VA. A tribute  to h e r le gacy to ET nurs ing w as publis h e d in th e  W OCN Journal 
(Se pt. ’9 5).  Th e  Fall Confe re nce  w as h e ld in Easton, Maryland.  W e  th ank e d Ruth  Kule s, 
H istorian, for updating th e  h istory in 19 9 2.
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19 9 6

Th e  W .O .C.N. National Confe re nce  w as h e ld in Se attle  W as h ington.  Carolyn Corazza 
w as e le cte d to s e rve  as Re gional Pre s ide nt.  Sue  Curre nce  w as vote d to be  th e  first 
Pre s ide nt-Ele ct.  Mary Dalton w as ch os e n as th e  Mid-Atlantic Re gion’s ET Nurs e  of th e  
Ye ar.  Fall Confe re nce  w as h e ld in Old Tow n, Ale xandria, Virginia.  H arrie t Pile rt w as th e  
Ch airpe rson for th e  confe re nce  w h ich  include d a spe cial 20th  Annive rsary Ce le bration of 
th e  founding of th e  Mid-Atlantic Re gion.  Sh e  and h e r com m itte e  did an O UTSTANDING 
job w ith  both  th e  e ducational and th e  social parts of th e  confe re nce . Many of th e  original 
founding m e m be rs  and th e  original com pany re pre s e ntative s  w e re  on h and to add to th e  
occas ion.  Ruth  Kule s, one  of th e  are a’s  first E.T. Nurs e s, re ce ive d th e  UOA ET Nurs e  of 
th e  Ye ar aw ard in Boston. Ruth  h ad s e rve d as our h istorian for m any ye ars.  Sh e  w as 
too ill to atte nd Fall Confe re nce  and die d s h ortly afte rw ards. A tribute  to h e r 
contributions to ET Nurs ing w as publis h e d in th e  W OCN Journal th e  follow ing spring. 
 H e le n DuBois  re ce ive d th e  h onor of be ing e le cte d as Pre s ide nt of Unite d O stom y 
Association for 19 9 6-9 8.

19 9 7

Th e  W OCN National Confe re nce  w as h e ld in Nas h ville , Te nne s s e e .  Carolyn Corazza 
continue d to s e rve  as our Re gional Pre s ide nt and Sue  Curre nce  continue d as Pre s ide nt-
Ele ct.  Fall Confe re nce  w as h e ld in Ch arlotte sville , VA.  H arrie t Pile rt &  h e r com m itte e  
again planne d &  conducte d an e xce lle nt program  of e ducational and social e ve nts.

19 9 8
Th e  W OCN National Confe re nce  w as h e ld in Salt Lak e  City, Utah .  Th e  sce ne ry w as 
be autiful and w e  w ill long re m e m be r th e  stre e ts  be ing torn up in pre paration for th e  
future  Olym pics!  Sue  Curre nce  autom atically be cam e  our Re gional Pre s ide nt afte r 
s e rving for tw o ye ars as th e  Pre s ide nt-Ele ct.  Bre nda H e nsle y w as vote d in as th e  ne w  
Pre s ide nt-Ele ct.  D iane  Krasne r w as th e  re cipie nt of th e  19 9 8 ET Nurs e  of th e  Ye ar 
aw ard for th e  Mid-Atlantic-Re gion.  Fall Confe re nce  w as h e ld in Be rk le y Springs, W . 
Virginia and w as a re tre at for our W OC (ET) Nurs e s.  H arrie t Pile rt and h e r com m itte e  
h ad pre pare d and conducte d a w onde rful Confe re nce . Th e  th e m e  w as “Alte rnative  
 Me dicine ”. It w as an e xce lle nt le arning e xpe rie nce  as w e ll as a re laxing tim e  for all
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19 9 9

W OCN National Confe re nce  w as h e ld in June  in Minne apolis, Minne sota.  It w as ve ry 
succe s sful.  Mid-Atlantic Re gional Fall Confe re nce  w as h e ld in W illiam sburg, Virginia. It 
w as a joint ve nture  w ith  Me dical Colle ge  of Virginia.  Th e  title  w as th e  8th  Annual W ound 
Care  Sym posium . Sue  Cre e h an from  MCV and H arrie t Pile rt from  Me rcy H ospital in 
Baltim ore  w ork e d ve ry h ard to e nsure  its  succe s s. It w as an outstanding e ducational 
e ve nt.  Sue  Curre nce  continue d to s e rve  as Re gional Pre s ide nt and Bre nda H e nsle y 
continue d as Pre s ide nt-Ele ct. Be tty Sw ap s e rve d a s e cond te rm  as s e cre tary. Mari-Jo 
Solom an, outgoing tre asure r, w as th ank e d for h e r faith ful s e rvice  for tw o te rm s.  H e r 
organizational ability gre atly e nh ance d th e  role .  Carol H aw k ins  w as installe d as th e  ne w  
tre asure r.  Donna McMulle n, outgoing Truste e , h ad conducte d ve ry succe s sful 
fundrais ing e ve nts for th e  re gion. H e r e fforts w e re  appre ciate d.  Katie  H udson w as 
installe d as a ne w  Re gional Truste e  and Lolly McCance  continue d as a Re gional Truste e  
and w e  th ank e d h e r for th e  w onde rful job as ne w sle tte r e ditor. H e le n W atson h ad 
pre ce de d h e r and h ad be e n a gre at e ditor also.  Carolyn Corazza w as th e  re cipie nt of th e  
ET nurs e  of th e  Ye ar Aw ard, due  to h e r m any ne w  innovations in w ound, ostom y, and 
contine nce  nurs ing.  W e  w e re  ve ry proud of h e r.
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2000

In June  of 2000, th e  W OCN &  th e  CAET (Canadian Association for Ente rostom al 
Th e rapy) collaborate d on th e  Annual Confe re nce . It w as th e  first confe re nce  jointly 
sponsore d by th e  tw o profe s s ional organizations.  It w as an e xciting one  and provide d a 
uniq ue  opportunity to com pare  practice  patte rns and profe s s ional ch alle nge s  face d by 
th e  W OC (ET) nurs e s  in th e  US and Canadian syste m s. It include d a joint s e s s ion w ith  
th e  W ound H e aling Socie ty and a continue d focus on our jointly de ve lope d Profe s s ional 
Guide line s  for th e  Care  of Ch ronic W ounds.  It w as h e ld in Toronto, Canada.   Be rnie  
Culle n, Past Pre s ide nt of W OCN, &  Maria Garce s, Exe cutive  D ire ctor of W OCN, both  
re ce ive d th e  Pre s ide nt’s aw ards.  Bonnie  Cunningh am  w as th ank e d for h e r m any ye ars 
of O UTSTANDING SERVICE AS TH E CONFERENCE PLANNING  CH AIRPERSON FOR 
W OCN!  At th e  Mid-Atlantic Me e ting, Liz O ’Connor w as h onore d for h e r m any ye ars of 
s e rvice  to th e  organization. Sh e  w as pre s e nte d w ith  a re tire m e nt gift of a be autiful 
e ngrave d clock /com pass. It w as announce d th at an annual sch olars h ip to th e  UOA 
Youth  Rally w ould be  give n in h e r h onor.

2002

Th is  ye ar’s  Fall confe re nce  w as h e ld in Norfolk , Virginia O ctobe r 11 th rough  th e 13th . 
Th e  title  of th e  confe re nce  w as W ounds-O stom ie s -Incontine nce  W ave s to th e  Future . 
 Som e  of th e  topics discuss e d w e re  ARDS, Nutrition in individuals w ith  ch ronic w ounds, 
ass e s sm e nt of pain in w ound care , s k ills labs, and contine nce  le cture s  by Doroth y 
Dough ty. Th e  k e ynote  spe ak e r Re ar Adm iral Th om as Ste ffe ns, USN re m inde d us th at 
“w e  can sle e p be caus e  our navy is  aw ak e ”. It w as th e  first confe re nce  w h e re  a golf 
tournam e nt w as h e ld.  It is  h ope d th at th is  w ill be com e  an annual fundrais ing e ve nt. 
Ne w  or continuing office rs  w e re  sw orn into office . Bre nda H e nsle y as Pre s ide nt, Jolie  
Blank e ns h ip as s e cre tary and Sue  Cre e h an as Pe rs ide nt-e le ct. Bre nda H e nsle y w as th e  
ET of th e  ye ar.
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2003

Th e  confe re nce  in 2003 w as h e ld at th e  Tyson's Marriott in Vie nna, VA. from  O ctobe r 24 
to 26th . Topics include d surgical m anage m e nt of IBD, larval th e rapy, h e re ditary colon 
cance rs, bariatrics, re ce nt innovations in diabe te s  care , te le m e dicine  in h om e  care . Golf 
tournam e nt is  an annual e ve nt now , s e rving as a fun w ay to ne tw ork  w ith  our ve ndor 
colle ague s  w h ile  ge ne rating re ve nue  for th e  re gion. Due  to pe rsonal com m itm e nts, 
Bre nda H e nsle y h as  ste ppe d dow n as Pre s ide nt, and Pre s ide nt-Ele ct, Sue  Cre e h an h as  
m ove d into th e  Pre s ide nt’s pos ition. Ce Ce  Rund acce pte d th e  role  as Pre s ide nt-Ele ct.

2004

W OCN National Confe re nce  w as h e ld in Tam pa Bay Florida. Th e  National W OCN w e b s ite  
h as  le cture s  from  th e  confe re nce  for w h ich  you can apply for CE cre dits. Th e  re cipie nt of 
th e  Pre s ide nts aw ard w as a Mid-Atlantic m e m be r Cath e rine  Ratcliff from  Ch arlotte sville , 
VA.   Th e  Mid-Atlantic re gional confe re nce  w as h e ld in Rich m ond, Va. O ctobe r 1-2. 
 Title d:  “H ospital to H ospice : Ch alle nging Space s  and Trading Space s”.  Th e  spe ak e rs  
le cture d on; w ound care , low e r le g ulce r tre atm e nt, w ound pain m anage m e nt, fistula 
m anage m e nt and palliative  care .   O ur w e b page  unde r th e  dire ction of Kath y W righ t 
and Custom  Association Manage m e nt, Inc. h as  h ad a gre at first ye ar. It is  link e d to th e  
W OCN national w e b s ite . MAR fall confe re nce  inform ation w ill be  available  for m e m be rs  
and ve nde rs.   Th e  follow ing office rs  w e re  installe d:  Cynth ia Sylvia as Pre s ide nt -Ele ct, 
Joanne  Sh irle y as Se cre tary and Kare n Mirson as Me m be r-at-Large  Com m unications. 
 Th e  ne w  m e m be rs h ip ch air is  th e  out going Pre s ide nt Sue  Cre e h an.   Rotation lists h ave  
be e n de ve lope d for confe re nce  affiliate  sponsors h ip and m e m be r atte ndance  to NIW I. 
All re gions and m e m be rs  w ill h ave  th e  opportunity to h ost th e  confe re nce  and s e nd a 
m e m be r to Capitol H ill.  All of th e  affiliate s  h ave  be e n busy w ith  local m e e tings and 
program s. D e tails are  in our on- line  ne w sle tte r. 
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2005

In O ctobe r of 2005 th e  Mid-Atlantic confe re nce  w as h e ld at Rock y Gap Lodge  and Golf 
Re sort in W e ste rn Maryland. Th e  confe re nce  w as title d " W ound, O stom y, and 
Contine nce :  Bridging th e  Gap".  Th e  confe re nce  e ducate d and re fre s h e d all th e  
m e m be rs  and gue sts.    As th e  golfe rs re turne d to th e  h ote l th e re  w as a spe ctacular 
double  rainbow  provide d by th e  W e ste rn Maryland affiliate .  O ne  of th e  gue st spe ak e rs  
w as Kare n Sch ank w e ile r w h o taugh t m any of our m e m be rs  at H arrisburg H ospital ET 
Sch ool.   Th e  ne w  office rs  w h o w e re  installe d are  as follow s:  Dot Goodm an as Tre asure r 
and Lidia Garne r as Me m be r-At -Large  Fund rais ing.  Th e  local affiliate s  continue  to 
grow . Th e re  are  e ducational and ne tw ork ing m e e tings for th e ir m e m be rs  as w e ll as one  
day confe re nce s  de s igne d to e ducate  local h e alth  care  provide rs. 

8

2006

Th e  confe re nce  w as h e ld in O ce an City, Maryland at th e  Clarion Fontaine ble au H ote l. 
Th e re  w e re  154 re giste re d. Th e  confe re nce  w as title d, “Riding th e  W ave s to im prove  
Patie nt O utcom e s”.  Th e re  w e re  s ix poste r pre s e ntations and spe ak e rs  w h o im prove d 
our k now le dge  of, w ound infe ctions, urinary incontine nce  and nutrition.  Th e  MAR re gion 
w ill use  th e  w e b s ite  as a w ay to com m unicate  w ith  m e m be rs.  Th e  affiliate  re ports and 
link s  to re source s  can be  found at m arw ocn.org.  Th e  w e b w ill be  faste r and le ss  
e xpe ns ive  th an a ne w sle tte r.   Th e  affiliate s  are  busy pre s e nting confe re nce s  to e ducate  
local nurs e s  and s e nding young oste om ate s  to th e  national youth  rally. Th e s e  are  th e  
s ix affiliate s, nam e d for th e ir locations in th e  re gion.  
H am pton Roads
Gre ate r Baltim ore
Ce ntral Virginia
Easte rn Sh ore
W as h ington DC
W e ste rn Maryland

Th e  By-law s w e re  re w ritte n and approve d at th e  bus ine s s  m e e ting. Th e  ope rations 
m anual w ill be  update d to re fle ct th e  bylaw  ch ange s.  Th e  “ET Nurs e  of th e  Ye ar” is  
Ce le ste  McDonald. Sh e  is  th e  clinical coordinator of th e  Carroll H ospital W ound Ce nte r.   
Ne w  office rs  installe d:
Pre s ide nt-Ele ct   Lidia Gardne r
Se cre tary              Joanne  Sh ire y
Me m be r-at-Large Ce  Ce  Rund
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2007

Th is  ye ar’s  confe re nce  w as h e ld in Baltim ore  at Th e  Sh e raton Inne r H arbor. Title d “Catch  
th e  Nurs ing Spirit”. 129  nurs e s  w e re  available  on line . Th e  ne w  confe re nce  planne r is  
Agora O ccasions Inc. Th e  confe re nce  planning ch air as of Jan 2008 w ill be  Ann Roone y. 
 W e  give  h art fe lt appre ciation to th e  out going ch air Carolyn Pe te rson.  Th e  annual golf 
tournam e nt w as h e ld at th e  Mount Ple asant Golf Cours e .   In March  Gary W illiam s 
starte d as our ne w  w e b m aste r.  H e  h as  be e n doing a gre at job for th e  DC affiliate . 
  Cindy Sylvia ste ppe d dow n as Pre s ide nt and Pre s ide nt-Ele ct Lidia Garne r assum e d th e  
pos itions as th e  ne w  Pre s ide nt.  Joan Sullivan is  th e  Pre s ide nt -Ele ct until a ne w  
candidate  is  e le cte d. Ce Ce  Rund re s igne d as Me m be r-at-Large  for Com m unications and 
w as re place d by Ann W illiam s.   Th e  re gion h as  275 m e m be rs. As a Re gion w e  s e nt 
m one y for sch olars h ips  to e ducate  ET nurs e s  and for UOAA cam pe r sponsors h ip.  Ne w  
ope ration m anuals w e re  give n to voting m e m be rs  of th e  board at th e  Board m e e ting. 
 Th e  “ET of th e  Ye ar Aw ard” w as pre s e nte d to Lolly McCance .  Lolly is  a m e m be r of th e  
W as h ington DC affiliate . Sh e  h as  w ork e d for m any ye ars as a W OCN at Th e  W as h ington 
H ospital Ce nte r and H ow ard County Ge ne ral.  Sh e  h as  be e n a m e ntor to m any are a ET 
nurs e s.
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